
On the Spot… Nguyen Huy Thang  
With Glass Worldwide as its official journal, the 45th ASEAN Glass Conference will 
take place in Nha Trang, Vietnam on 25–29 September 2023. Nguyễn Huy Thắng, 
Chairman of the Organising Committee and Vice Chairman of hosting body the 
Vietnam Glass Association, outlines how the event will contribute to achieving net 
zero CO2 emission targets. 

controlled tightly and that has changed 
customer behaviour. In addition, used/
returnable glass bottles are becoming 
more prevalent; prices of furnace 
oil and raw materials are increasing 
sharply; and there is a lot of importation 
from overseas… All those factors mean 
that Vietnam’s hollow glass sector is 
facing a lot of challenges.

In coming times, the increasingly 
high demand for packaging solutions 
in various sectors such as food 
and beverage, pharmaceutical and 
cosmetics will be among the key 
drivers of the market and will influence 
a change in investment in this sector. 

[See page 54 for a full report on 
the Vietnamese glass industry.]

GW: And the flat glass sector?
The current capacity of the flat glass 
sector in Vietnam is more than 
5,000tpd – making it the third-largest 
flat glass manufacturer of the ASEAN 
countries.

After nearly 30 years of 
development, Vietnam’s flat glass 
industry now includes four float glass 
manufacturers, three solar glass 

manufacturers and three sheet glass manufacturers.
The flat glass market in Vietnam has witnessed 

steady growth, driven by an increase in construction and 
infrastructure projects. With the rise in urbanisation and 
industrialisation, there is a growing need for flat glass 
in commercial and residential buildings, and also in the 
automotive and electronics sectors. 

The trend towards green buildings and eco-friendly 
materials is expected to drive demand for high-performance 
glass, particularly in the energy-saving sector. However, the 
flat glass industry has also faced challenges related to the 
high cost of production, import tariffs, and competition from 
cheaper imports from neighbouring countries. Nevertheless, 
the positive growth trajectory of the industry is expected to 
continue in the coming years.

 
GW: What can visitors expect from the 45th ASEAN 
Glass Conference in September in Nha Trang?
Nha Trang is a coastal city located in the South of Vietnam. 
This is the capital city of Khanh Hoa province and is one of 
the most popular tourist destinations in the country thanks 
to its beautiful beaches, crystal clear waters and tropical 
climate. The city is home to various attractions such as 
Hon Tre Island, Hon Mun Island and Nha Trang Institute of 
Oceanography.

The Nha Trang area is also known as the source of high-
quality white sand material for Vietnam’s glass industry.

All ASEAN Federation of Glass Manufacturers (AFGM) 
members and glass manufacturers, processors and industry 
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GW: What are the prevailing 
market conditions for the hollow 
glass sector in Vietnam? 
The current capacity of the hollow 
sector in Vietnam is approximately 
470tpd. The hollow glass industry in 
Vietnam was reportedly experiencing 
moderate growth and was expected 
to continue to expand in the years 
ahead. However, government regulation 
regarding alcoholic beverages is 

The ASEAN Glass Conference was last staged in Vietnam in Da Nang in 2017.

Nguyễn Huy Thắng.
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suppliers from the world of glass are 
invited to attend this year’s conference. 
We are expecting to welcome 350 
delegates from more than 30 countries 
to join this special event to meet with 
worldwide partners, suppliers, glass 
manufacturers and local companies as 
well as to explore the ChamPa culture 
and foods.

 
GW: What was the motivation to 
adopt the theme ‘Our Net Zero 
Future’ for the conference?
Glass production is a very energy-
intensive process with significant 
emissions of greenhouse gases, 
particularly carbon dioxide (CO2). 
However, there are various strategies 
that can help move towards a net zero 
future for glass. One approach is to 
improve the energy efficiency of glass 
production processes. 

Vietnam and ASEAN have both 
made some commitments towards a 
net zero future, although more action 
is needed to fully achieve this goal. 
ASEAN has also set some targets 
for climate action, including a goal of 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions 

by 23% by 2025. The organisation 
has also launched the ASEAN Plan of 
Action on Energy Cooperation, which 
aims to promote renewable energy and 
energy efficiency in member states. 

Vietnam has committed to reduce 
its greenhouse gas emissions by 9% 
compared to business-as-usual levels 
by 2030, and this target could be 
increased to 27% with international 
support. The country has also set a 

goal of increasing the share of renewable energy in its total 
energy mix to 15–20% by 2030. 

With the theme ‘Our Net Zero Future’, the 45th 
ASEAN Glass Conference is aiming to create a forum 
where glass manufacturers, processors, traders, suppliers 
and participants will have access to the latest solutions, 
technologies and equipment that can be adopted by 
manufacturers and governments to further reduce CO2  
in glass production for a net zero future. 

 
GW: How beneficial will the technical conference 
presentations be to attendees?
The organisers are committed to selecting presentations that 
will focus on providing ASEAN Glass Conference attendees 
with solutions, technologies and equipment to gradually 
reduce CO2 through the latest solutions and technologies 
and equipment. The focus will be on:-
• Using more efficient furnaces, improving insulation and 

recovering and reusing waste heat generated in the 
production process.

• Switching to renewable energy sources, such as solar, 
wind and hydroelectricity, to supply the energy needs of 
glass manufacturing facilities.

• Using alternative raw materials to replace traditional 
sources. For example, some companies are 
exploring the use of recycled glass materials in the 
manufacturing process, which can significantly reduce 
the environmental impact of the glass manufacturing 
process.

• Finally, carbon capture and storage (CCS) technologies 
can be used to capture and store carbon emissions from 
glass production. This approach can help offset residual 
emissions that cannot be eliminated by other means and 
move towards a zero future for glass production.

Overall, the combination of energy efficiency improvements, 
renewable energy, alternative raw materials as well as 
carbon capture and storage can help the glass industry 
move towards a net zero future.

 
GW: How important will the networking opportunities 
be during the event?
Networking opportunities are extremely important during 
any conference, and the 45th ASEAN Glass Conference is 
no exception. Attending this conference provides a unique 
opportunity to connect and network with professionals 
from the glass industry in South East Asia. Participants 
can exchange ideas and insights, establish new business 
relationships, and learn about the latest trends and 

ASEAN Federation of Glass Manufacturers
The ASEAN Federation of Glass 
Manufacturers (AFGM) is a 47-year-
old regional industry association 
consisting of the national industry 
associations from ASEAN member 
countries. The current Chairman 
is Harris Hendraka and General 
Secretary is Sanjaya Susanto. 
In addition to Vieglass, other 
member associations of the AFGM 
include the Indonesian Glass 
Manufacturers Association, the 
Glass Manufacturers Association of 
Malaysia, the Glass Manufacturers’ 
Association of the Philippines 
and Glass Manufacturers Industry 
Club, and the Federation of Thai 
Industries and the Vietnam Glass 
Association.

The 45th ASEAN Glass 
Conference will follow the 
successful event in Pattaya, 
Thailand in 2022 where a record 
attendance was presented with 
technical papers by ATS/Anderson 
Thermal Solutions, BIG, Bottero/
TIAMA, Eurotherm, Fives, HORN, 
Linde, PaneraTech and Stara. 

In addition to Glass Worldwide, 
event sponsors in 2022 included 
AGC Ceramics Singapore, Agr, 
Anderson Thermal Solutions, 
Antonini, BIG, Bottero, Bucher 

Emhart Glass, Cermin Minerals 
and Logistics, Changshu Jianhau 
Mould, Changshu Jinggong Mould, 
Changshu Weiheng Mould, Dura 
Temp, Esomatic, Excelsius Global 
Services, First Supply Engineering, 
Fives, futronic, Heat Applications, 
Heye International, HORN Glass 
Industries, Hotwork International, 
Ihara Furnace Co, Infineon 
Plus, INTCO, IRIS Inspection 
machines, IWG, IYOG, Linde, LWN 
Lufttechnik, Officina Meccanica 
Sestese (OMS), Omco International, 
PaneraTech, Parkinson-Spencer 
Refractories, PTT National Gas 
Distribution, PTT Public Company 
Ltd, Ramsey, Refel, RHI, Rondot 
Group, SEFPRO, Siam Mould, 
Socabelec, SORG, T.Bariwat Co, 
Tata Chemicals International, Thai 
Beverage Company, The Siam 
Refractory Industry Co, Tiama, Total 
Energies, Trirex, Vertech’, XPAR 
Vision and ZIPPE Industrieanlagen.

Readers interested in the South 
East Asian glass industry can 
access the online AFGM/ 
Glass Worldwide library at  
www.glassworldwide.co.uk, 
where over 70 articles provide a 
comprehensive overview of the 
region and AFGM activities.

Vieglass dignitaries with AFGM Chairman Harris Hendraka and representatives of the AFGM member countries at the 44th ASEAN Glass 
Conference. 
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innovations in the industry.
The conference will attract 

professionals from various segments of 
the industry, including manufacturers, 
suppliers, researchers and local 
partners, and therefore the event 
will provide an excellent platform for 
networking, sharing knowledge and 
building long-lasting relationships. It is 
an ideal opportunity to meet industry 
experts, learn about their experience, 
and ask relevant questions.

Beside the networking 
opportunities, the 45th ASEAN Glass 
Conference will also feature keynote 
speeches, technical sessions, and 
presentations from leading experts in 
the field. Most of Vietnam’s and the 
ASEAN’s largest glass manufacturers 
will join this event. Thus, the host 
country has been making efforts to 
organise business-connect spaces, 
themed parties, tours and opportunities 
for sponsors and participants to create 
valuable business partnerships, and to 
explore the local culture, foods and the 
people of Nha Trang. 

The conference’s organising 
committee believes that those who 
participate in this event will gain a 
valuable experience and networking 
opportunity in the glass industry.

 
GW: What role does the Vietnam 
Glass Association (Vieglass) play 
in the glass industry in the ASEAN 
region?
The Vietnam Glass Association 
was established in 2004 and is the 
unique organisation representing 
the Vietnam’s glass industry. With 
Vietnam being one of the major glass 
producers in the ASEAN region, 
Vieglass has always determined to be 
an active and responsible member in 
ASEAN. We have set glass standards 
in Vietnam to harmonise with those 
of the ASEAN and towards higher 
standards in green and sustainable 
glass production. We have supported 
and successfully organised many 
major AFGM events as well as 
glass industry events in the region, 
and are supporting the Vietnamese 
government in its commitment to 
reduce emissions to zero by 2050. 
Vieglass has committed to supporting 
AFGM members to find and share 
suitable solutions for green and 
sustainable production.

 
GW: What does it mean to you 
personally to be Chairman of the 
Organising Committee and Vice 
Chairman of the 45th ASEAN 
Glass Conference?
Firstly, I am very proud to be a 
member of Vieglass and the AFGM. 
Being assigned the responsibility of 
being the Chairman of the Organising 
Committee of the 45th ASEAN Glass 
conference is a great honour but 
also a lot of pressure because the 
conference requires a lot of creativity, 
connectivity and high efficiency.

This conference with the theme 
‘Our Net Zero Future’ is a challenging 
topic, but I believe that with the 
support of Vieglass, together with 
its members and fellow country 
associations, we will successfully 
stage the conference.

Further information:
Vietnam Glass Association, Hanoi, Vietnam
tel:  +84 9810 81580
email:  afgm45th@gmail.com
web:  www.afgminvietnam.com

 
GW: In your opinion, how important is the overall 
AFGM organisation in ensuring that the region 
remains a cost-effective manufacturing hub for glass 
production?
The AFGM as an organisation plays a crucial role in ensuring 
that the region remains a cost-effective manufacturing hub 
for glass production. 

By creating awareness regarding the current market 
trends and the latest technological advancements, the 
AFGM can help manufacturers in the region to identify 
new business opportunities and production strategies. 
Through this, the AFGM helps to promote cost-effective 
manufacturing in the ASEAN region, leading to increased 
competitiveness in global glass markets.

In Plenary Meetings, countries in the AFGM present 
reports that help members to get a clear picture of the 
glass industry each country and across the region. The 
reports contain information about capacity, market share, 
advantages and difficulties, raw materials price and labour 
costs, etc. that can help members in benchmarking the 
competitive edges in sales and marketing for their products.

Besides this, the AFGM also exchanges experiences 
with its members regarding production, implementing new 
technology and solutions etc. for more sustainable products 
and better cost competitiveness.

Thus, AFGM’s role in promoting cost-effective 
manufacturing and its initiatives is crucial in facilitating the 
continued growth of the glass industry in the ASEAN region.

 
GW: Glass Worldwide is exclusive official journal of the 
AFGM. How does this benefit proceedings?
Glass Worldwide is a close friend of the AFGM and it 
provides a platform for the association to share news, 
events, and information pertinent to the ASEAN glass 
industry. By publishing journal articles on the latest trends, 
best practices and innovations within the industry, Glass 
Worldwide serves as a source of valuable information for 
AFGM members.

Additionally, as the official journal of AFGM, Glass 
Worldwide provides accurate and trustworthy reporting on 
the AFGM and its member activities and provides a bridge 
to effectively connect suppliers to glass manufacturers. 

Glass Worldwide is continuously benefiting the AFGM 
and promoting a healthy and thriving glass industry in the 
ASEAN region. l

The first ASEAN Glass Conference to be held in Vietnam attracted approximately 300 people from 32 different 
countries to Hanoi in 2012.

(L–R): Vieglass’ Tran Quoc Thai and Nguyễn Huy Thắng with Nelson Hui Yuen 
Kin from the Glass Manufacturers Association of Malaysia.

(L–R): Nguyễn Huy Thắng (Vieglass Vice Chairman 
and OC Chairman of the 45th ASEAN Glass 
Conference), Nguyen Tran Tuan Nghia (Vieglass 
Chairman), Tran Quoc Thai (Honorary Vieglass 
Chairman) and Luu An Hoa (Organising Committee 
Member and Vietpearl Travel CEO). 
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